
 

Dear Havel Community,  
 
We are already in our second month of school! We have practiced fire drills, taken the NWEA assessment, jumped 
into our core grade level content standards, introduced our students to a few visible thinking routines, held our 
open house, had our summer challenge bounce house reward, and much more!! I want to thank parents for 
attending our Open House. It was great to see how much our community supports our school. 
 

Havel will host a Destination Imagination meeting Thursday, October 13th at 6:00 pm in the media center.     Desti-
nation Imagination (DI) is a co-curricular competition where students (k-6) use creative problem solving and team 
work to solve different challenges. 

. 

As we enter October we get to enjoy cooler temperatures and of course Halloween! I know students love the 
whole Halloween process – I’ve heard many conversations about what costumes children are picking out! We 
don’t want our youngest students frightened by gory or scary costumes. Those should absolutely be avoided.  
 

All of us at Havel work diligently to teach children how to solve problems in a non-violent way. We do not want to 
see children dressed as perpetrators or victims of violence. This includes props and accessories related to blood, 
gore, and weapons. Parent, please monitor your child’s costume choices: Students wearing this type of costume 
will not be permitted to participate in the days events.  

 
On the morning of October 31st (parade day), changing rooms and time to dress will be limited, so minimally-
complicated costumes should be considered.  Students are able to wear their costumes to school.  Also, please 
remember that we have a half day on October 31. Classes have great activities planned and an outdoor parade at 
10:30, weather permitting. I will be opening the gates so parents can park in the back.  
 

Wanted: Halloween candy 

Finally, we are collecting extra Halloween candy to contribute to various charities. Donation boxes will be available 
outside the office. Thanks for all your help. 

 

Happy October, 

Kristina Barel 



 

 

October 11 HVL Meeting 

October 14 Camp Tamarack-6th Grade 

October 18 
Firehouse Subs Restaurant 

Night for Havel families 

October 19th 
Public Engagement Com-
munity Meeting at Henry 
Ford II—7-9:00 PM 

October 21 & 26 Bright Smiles Visit 

October 25 
Goldfish Swim School As-
sembly 

October 28 HVL Event—Trunk or Treat 



 

 

Fourth grade started the 
year with a Visible Thinking     

Routine: Chalk Talk 



 

 



 

 

Lunch Supervisors Needed  
If you are interested in becoming a lunch supervisor, please follow the          
following procedures:  
1. Go online at subpass.com (PESG employment site). Follow the steps under 
the heading: Apply tab, Application Start and establish your own electronic     
application with a personally selected username and password.  
2. Complete the online application in its entirety including any required    
learning modules such as Bloodborn Pathogens, etc.  
3. Review the fingerprint requirements on the online application. To expedite 
your processing, you can report to an authorized agency and fulfill the finger-
print requirements. 

 

Starting/Ending Times  
School starts at 9:00 am daily. Students can be dropped off no sooner than 8:50 
am. Parents with students arriving earlier should plan to use the services of 
SACC. Students arriving after 9:00 am will be marked “tardy.” On early       
dismissal days, students are dismissed at 12:04 pm. Regular school days are 
dismissed at 3:50 pm.  
If you need to change your regular arrangements for your child (i.e. being 
picked up vs. going home on the bus), please be sure your child has a note. If 
need be, you can call the office and we will get a message to your child. Please 
be sure you contact the office before 3:30 pm, as we cannot guarantee your 
child will receive the message after that time.  

 
School Security  
We welcome and encourage people to visit our school. It is, however, im-
portant that we know who is in the building at all times. From 8:50 am until 
3:50 pm, visitors will need to enter the building through the front door. You 
will be greeted and asked to sign in. At that time visitors will obtain a visitor’s 
badge. We believe that it is extremely important to continue to encourage      
volunteerism and visitation in our schools by the community. These measures 
are in place to ensure the well-being of our students. We appreciate your coop-
eration as we continue to provide a safe and secure learning environment in 
our schools. 

 



 

 

Signing In/Out  
If your child arrives to school after 9:00 am, parents are required 
to sign them into the office before going to their classrooms. If 
you pick your child up early, please send a note to the child’s 
teacher if possible. A parent MUST come into the office and sign 
their child(ren) out. This cannot be done by a brother or sister. 

We will call your child(ren) to the office upon your arrival 
and cannot do so before you arrive.  Allow yourself enough 
time for your student to pack up for the day and still make it to 
your appointment on time. 
 

PARKING LOT SAFETY  
The Safety of our students is very important to us and we need 
your assistance and cooperation to assure their safety in our 
parking lot.  
Please remember to follow these rules while driving/walking in 
the parking area:  

them in and leave the car running)!!!!!!  

school.  

 

 

spaces is not permitted unless you have appropriate verification 
of a handicap.  

Please use appropriate “school language” when on school grounds. 

Children should not be exposed to yelling or swearing.  

Finally, we encourage your child to walk or take the bus to school if 

possible. This will cut down on unnecessary traffic.  



 

 

 

 

Utica Community Schools is a Smoke-Free Environment!  

The use of tobacco products is not permitted at any time on district 

property or at school-related functions. This policy promotes a healthy 

environment for our students and families in conjunction with the state 

Tobacco-Free Schools Law and the Michigan Indoor Air Act. Your     

cooperation in promoting healthy choices for our students is greatly  

appreciated. 
 

Cell phone use prohibited during school day  

The use of cell phones, pagers/beepers or other electronic communica-

tions devices (ECD) by students is prohibited at any time while in 

school or on a district vehicle. Secondary students may carry ECDs, 

during the school day, but they cannot be displayed or used. Elemen-

tary students are not permitted to possess an ECD at any time.The use 

of an ECD’s picture-taking or internet connection capability is not   

permitted. Utica Community Schools will not be responsible for the 

theft, loss or damage of any ECD. Appropriate disciplinary action will 

be taken against students who violate the policy regulating ECDs. 
 

 

Utica Community Schools  

Attendance Policy  
Regular attendance and active participation in class are integral parts  

of a student’s total education. Students can achieve optimal educational 

benefits only through regular class attendance and a serious commit-

ment to an educational program. Expecting good attendance fosters a 

habit that will be beneficial to students throughout life, since school  

attendance patterns are often repeated in the work place. Attendance is 

monitored closely to ensure district and state policies are followed.  

 



 

 

 

Daily Absences  

Remember ... it is very important that you report your child’s absences 

to the school. The attendance line answering machine is on 24 hours a 

day for your  

convenience.  

The Attendance Line number is:  

(586) 797-5299  

Please indicate when you call….  

Your child’s name  

Teacher’s name  

The reason for the absence  

 

Forms Sent Home on the First Day Need to be Re-

turned Promptly  

If you have not sent the following completed forms back to school, 

please fill them out and return them:  

Emergency Information Card  

Statement of Child’s Health Condition  

Application for Free/Reduced Lunch  (if applicable)  

These forms help the school and classroom teachers care for your child. 



 

 

Early Arrival  

Our UCS parent and student handbook states, “general supervi-

sion begins 10 minutes before the start of school.” At Havel, that 

means students should arrive at school no earlier than 8:50 am. 

Students should not come to school before this time, unless en-

rolled in School Age Child Care (SACC). Since there is no super-

vision on the playground before school, students should not use 

the playground equipment. Teachers will allow students to enter 

assigned doors at 8:50 am and supervise them until school be-

gins at 9:00 am. 

 

Late Arrival 

If your child comes in after the 9:00 bell,  

YOU MUST ACCOMPANY THEM into the office to sign 

them in, per district policy (Pg. 6 in Handbook)   

They will be marked absent 

without a  

parent signature!!! 



 

Bringing lunch 

to your child? 



 

 



 

 


